io2      The Referendum in Siviteerland

" It has been asserted several times that the repre-
sentative form of government is inadequate, and that
it ought to be looked upon as dead and biiried. Yet
the freest and greatest nations are, nevertheless,
those living under this form of government. It is no
invention of politicians, but the outcome of natural
causes, and cannot therefore be quietly put on one
side.

" The representative system will always reappear in
some shape or another. Many reproaches have been
levelled against this present age, especially since 1830.
It has been said that it is a period of political over-
production, that the wants of the people have not
been comprehended, and that we have gone too
fast. The reproach is an honourable one, for, at
any rate, the power has not been used by any one
section representing property, money, or the church,
as is so generally the rule nowadays. But once in-
troduce thei referendum, and all the elements which
we believed we had succeeded in repressing will again
rise up to confront us; and twenty years hence,
perhaps, the sovereign people will have fallen under
the yoke of social autocrats, the great manufacturers
and the clergy.

"Up to the present time the people, in spite of
the absence of the referendum, have not lacked
the means of getting rid of an institution they dis-
liked. We have universal suffrage, the freedom of
the press, the right of public meeting, and in each
jtiouse a Vetterli.1 These are the real guarantees of
liberty. If we do not make use of them, the fault
lies, not with our institutions, but in ourselves. For

1 A rifle.